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‘By ROBERT W. LUCAS 
Our Washington Bureau Chief 


"SEW ORLEANS, La. — Jim. 


Garrison, the district attorney of 


‘ Orleans parish, may have be- 
, Come s0 preoccupied with his 


theory of John F.' 


' conspiracy 
_ Kennedy's death that he has he- 
‘come seriously vulnerable in the 


conduct of his own office. 


Garrison {s under attack by 
New Orieans’ Metropolitan 


Crime Commission for failure to 


te organized crime in 
leans Parish as required by 


* law. ‘i 


ee 
- eo» weno ee we 


oe -_— — 


HERALD STATESMAN, YONKERS, N.Y,, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1968. 


Urleans DA’s Concentration On ‘Plot’ 


Leaves Him Vulnerable Third Of Four Articles 


ury Department, the Internal , 
Revenue Service and the racke- ; 


Between October, 1950 and Fe- 
bruary, 1951 Garrison was treat- 


teering division of the Depart-|\ed with continuous psychothera-- 


ment of Labor. 

Kola himself was jailed for 19) 
hours Dec. 14 for failure to re- 
veal to the grand Jury the identi-. 
ty of his informants on gambling 
activity. He was released 
through a temporary order of 
the Louisiana Supreme Court, 
which will hear arguments on 
his conviction March 14. 

Garrison's use of the subpoe- 
na, powers of arrest and the 
grand jury have led to charges 
that he is “power mad” and 
uses the law “like a damn 


The commission also demand- club.” yi 


ed investigation by the Loulsia- 
na. attorney .general's office of 
“99 or more crimes’ allegedly 
cornmitted by Garrison and his 
staff in bullying, bribing and 
threatening witnesses in the dis- 
‘trict attorney's conspiracy 


The commission made its plea 
in an advertisement published in 
the New Orleans States-Item 
Aug. 29. 

In asking {or the state'to inter- 
‘vene, the crime commission 
beat? ST, 

‘ “Mr, Garrison has made ser- 


- 


{jous charges of a federal can- 


spiracy to conceal evidence and 


| to delude the public. Whether or 


not his charges are true, they 
tend to destroy credibility of the 
various high Jevel officials who 
served on the Warren Commis- 


-}sion; af the CLA, upon whom we 


must depend for- protection of 
this nation against foreign sub- 
version, and of the FBI, the pro- 
tector of our internal security 


~ 


The managing director of the 


| privately financed crime com- 


mission fs Aaron M, Kohn, a 10- 
‘year veteran of the FBI 


onetime division supervisor in 
Ww 


Kohn himself has tangled re- 
peatedly with Garrison, Kohn In- 
'sists now that Orleans parish is 
host to major organized crime 
and rackets, a charge that Gar- 
rison contemmptuously denies. 


Federal Crime Team Set Up 
The federal government, how- 

ever, has named southern Loul- 

siana and New Orleans as one of 


| 


His ‘atternpts to extradite’ wit- 
nesses from Ohio, Iowa and Cal- 
ifornia. have failed. Only Texas 
sent Lee Harvey Oswald's wid- 
ow Marina to New Orleans, 
where her testimony before the 
grand jury reportedly produced 
nothing new. are 

Garrison has been charged 
with attempting to maneuver 
unrepresented witnesses in se- 
eret grand jury sessions so that 
they become vulnerable to in- 
dictment on grounds of perjury, 
Atmosphere of Fear — . 

In New Orleans there is a per- 


Garrison's power and his em- 
ployment of It. 

All of this has added {impetus 
to the questions of (1)-What is 
Jim Garrison up to? (2) What 
motivates the man? (3) Has he 
really “got something*’ vis-a-vis 


a plot to kill Kennedy, or, (4). 
Has Garrison become enmeshed 
gists’ and become their witting 
(or unwitting) vehicle? 
There’ are many theories 
about Jim Garrison's. “drives.” 


His performance as a sub-offi- 
cial in the district attorney's of- 


and’| fice, and while in ‘the private 


practice of law, was, on the re- 
cord; undistinguished. =. 
Garrison joined the National 
Guard in May, 1939. He was 
called to active duty in January, 
1941 and discharged in 1946 after 
three and one-half years as a 
field artillery officer .and 18 
months as a liaisgn pilot, (He 
served in Europe from Febru 


‘| to’ December, 1945). 
suffered. from what}. 


Garrison 
‘his records indicate was an ‘‘ex- 
haustion syndrome,” both dur-. 


seven targets for special “strike | ing his years in law school and 
later. He could do no more than | 


forces” to bust big-time crime. 
The teams are composed of 


“ more than a dozen men from 


| Bureau of Narcotics, the Treas- 


a half-day's work and would). 


then have to rest and recuper- 


ste, 


vasive atmosphere of fear | 


| py by a psychiatrist at Louisia- 

na State University. And he was 
told that his trouble “is a deep- 
seated, chronic, severe psycho- 
neurosis.” 


When Garrison rted for 
active Army duty July 24, 1951,; 
in connection with the Korean 
War, he was forced to report to 
“sick call” after the first day’s 
routine, was hospitalized at Fort 
Sill and transferred to Brooke 
Army Hospital in September. 

On Oct. 31, 195) Garrison was 
given a “physical disability” 
discharge on a record showing a | 
‘swell established anxiety reac-) 
tion, chronic, which began with ' 
the individual in civilian life.” 


|Fos Cites Discharge ; 


During Garrison’s campaign 
for re-election in 1965, his oppo- 
nent, Malcolm O'Hare, produced 
a’ photo of a document 
which he said showed that Gar- 
rison's discharge frorn the Army 

| National Guard was based on an 
reaction which he de- 
scribed as “‘an ugly force in him | 
that drives him to destroy ever- 
‘yone who fails to bow to his will 
’ ., it used ta be called a Napo- 
leonic complex." | 
Garrison retorted that he 
would send O'Hara to jail for 


| Mega) use of a military record. 


‘He later the matter, 
however. He explained that he 
had contracted “amoebic dysen- 
tev"! In Europe during World 

' WF and it recurred during 

Korean War; that his so-| 
c.led “anxiety reaction’* was} 
based on physical difficulties. | 


Next; Is Garrison’s probe of , 
Kennedy's assassination the | 
“real thing,” or mainly an ap- 


plication of “‘demonology”!. 


through the misuse of his Inves-. 
tigative powers? Key agencies 
of the federal government, that 
have remained silent, say pri- 
vately that the “probe” has re- 
vealed nothing new. 
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